VIEWING LIFE.
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BY RIAH SMITH
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ONE DAY, WHEN DRIVING TO SCHOOL ON
A RAINY DAY WITH MY DAD, HE TOLD

ME A STORY ABOUT HIS FRIEND

| WHO WAS BLIND. HIS FRIEND ASKED HIM;

“WHY DOES THE RAIN
STOP SUDDENLY
EVERY COUPLE SECONDS?
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AS THEY KEPT DRIVING, MY DAD REALIZED
THAT THE SOUND STOPPED EVERY
TIME THEY PASSED UNDER A BRIDGE.
HE SAID TO HIS FRIEND;

“WHENEVER WE DRIVE UNDER A BRIDGE,

THE RAIN IS BLOCKED FROM THE CAR.”

“WHAT’S A BRIDGE AND WHAT 1S IT FOR?”

; |||||Jl|||'ltlillllilllflllllll'llllu

SAID HIS FRIEND.

;.:




- -
o T
- o .
= = - s o A
” . - - i
- » » s . . RS .
o . - 2 - L - - s TR, e
. v 3 - - L 2y P
P * . - L . . - L LT .
- - = ess > 2n s ans: S # % . S
» - i a - 3 > - B »s P
- e e e e Eay - H a - - o e i R £
- s . > - ? L -.. - > ”» - i »
£33 LI s > » T - e i [ =
- » » - a & & S, ) . s 2T
e = s sas & > . 4 » - ars A - o - VA T Sl (5
- - B a0 e e * - 2 > . - 3 SN R e
i . s s 2 & i a's  ams a s 4 LT S Y ..
» - e - LY * - s - > - - A
s - s an a s e a >
-, - - s e T
- » . s an 2 asn s L] e
5 - LI - u . - e i K - 3 . s a3
s o - . e 4 = - LT kA an 2. = 2
asn s ann - a3 s s
- - . a0 »
3w W 2 »
- » » s . - - i - - - - - COR A P
i - . P T L . #3233 e 5 . o . s z ®. e
- LT a B - - - . - LTI CREE A
- L R 2 n e 210 i) 4 - . - L L] - .

2 PEE an  as as ., aa & > » 5 » o, gt N P T =
H - s . S - . H s s H e £ B
CENY HET LY s ®m a3 an & a - i aaE e e -,

s » . s 3s 3 A a » H - a5 s s 272 A * as »
. H " s as as s s nt en - " 5 - » - .
- - s e s » - - .0 . a2 a0 o L e b o L

B8 w3 a3 as a3s » 53 ass a's A =, e & i 5 ass s
an £ s e - - . U LI L]

IN THE SAME CAR,
GOING TO THE SAME PLACE,

BETWEEN THEM.

SUPDENLY IT WAS TWO FRIENDS,
BUT NOW THERE WAS AN
ABYSS OF CONNECTION

HE'D NEVER UNDERSTOOD WHAT

IT WAS LIKE TO BE BLIND,

UNTIL HE WAS FORCED

TO SPEAK LIKE

MY DAD SAID THAT HE HAD NEVER HAD A HARDER TIME

ANSWERING A QUESTION, REALIZING THAT EVERY
ANSWER HE GAVE ONLY LED TO MORE QUESTIONS.




I HAD A SIMILAR
EXPERIENCE WITH
MY FRIEND
AYESHIA.
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I WOULD TOUCH HER [
ELBOW AND SAY Hi
EVERY TIME I
SAW HER. SHE WOULD
ALWAYS SAY Hl WITH A RN

SMILE ON HER FACE. ONE DAY, NOT KNOWING
WHAT TO SAY NEXT, I SAID \
“UH, I LIKE YOUR SHIRT!" k
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I FORGOT THAT SUPERFICIAL

* AND OVERUSED COMPLIMENTS
ONLY WORK ON PEOPLE THAT

CAN SEE. I JUST COMPLIMENTED

A SHIRT THAT SHE HAS NEVER EVEN SEEN

AYESHIA REPLIED

WITH A *THANK YoU!”
AND I WALKED AWAY,
FEELING EMBARRASSED
AND

MORE SURFACE-LEVEL
THAN I THOUGHT

I EVER COULD BE.
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IF YOU ARE REAPING THIS
COMIC WITH YOUR FINGERS,
I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT YOUR LIFE MAY BE

RICHER AND FULLER THAN MINE EVER WILL BE.

IF YOU FEEL MISUNDERSTOOD AND PUSHED ASIDE,

I WANT YOU TO KNOW THIS WAS WRITTEN FOR YOU.
I HAVE PONE EVERYTHING IN MY VISUAL POWER

TO MAKE THIS COMIC FEEL LIKE WHAT YOUR

LIFE MAY BE LIKE. THIS COMIC IS FACELESS.

IT 1S AMBIENT, AND HAS NO SURROUNDING

IMAGERY. NO PROFILES, NO COLORS, NO SCENERY.
IT EMPHASIZES THE SOUNDS, WORDS, AND
INFLECTIONS OF THE STORY.
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IF YOU ARE REAPING THIS COMIC WITH YOUR EYES, YOU WILL
MOST LIKELY NEVER UNDERSTAND WHAT IT IS LIKE TO BE BLIND.
BUT I ENCOURAGE YOU TO PRESS INTO PIFFICULTY AND
REALIZE HOW MUCH OF YOUR LIFE IS SURFACE LEVEL.
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DON'T LEAVE THIS COMIC VIEWING LIFE DIFFERENTLY.
DON'T EVEN VIEW LIFE AT ALL.
FEEL LIFE AND FEEL IT WHOLLY.
COMMUNICATE INTENTIONALLY,

AND SEEK TO UNDERSTAND OTHERS DEEFLY.
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IT MAKES US MORE HUMAN.

NOT VIEWING LIFE POESNT MAKE US LACK ANYTHING.




